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change. No doubt, in the progress of the contro-
versy, the assailants of the House of Lords attack
the principle of birth. But the principle of birth
is not attacked from the a priori point of view.
The whole force of the attack lies in what is
taken to be the attested fact that the principle
of a hereditary chamber supervising an elective
chamber has worked, is working, and will go on
working, inconveniently, stupidly, and danger-
ously. Finally, there is the question of the Irish
Union. Is it the English or Scottish Crowd
that is charged with a wanton desire to recast
the Union 1 Nobody knows much about the
matter who is not perfectly aware that the
English statesman, whoever he may be, who
undertakes the inevitable task of dealing with
the demand for Home Rule, will have to make
his case very plain indeed in order to make the
cause popular here. Then is it the Irish Crowd 1
Sir Henry Maine, of all men, is not likely to
believe that a sentiment which the wisest people
of all parties in Ireland for a hundred years have
known to lie in the depths of the mind of the
great bulk of the Irish population, to whom we
have now for the first time given the chance of